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ABSTRACT

The graves and their contents are our main sources about the
beliefs of ancient Mesopotamians and their view of the dead, thereligions
rules that evolved across centuries as well as types of graves, and the
direction or buried bodies.

Man from the dawn of history till the present time thinks deeply
about the dead and burial to the extent that this idea dominated his life
being an unavoidable destiny .

This horrible reality attracted the attention of those people since
man has a strong crave to go on living as this feeling gives him hope in
thislife.

It becomes clear in the course of such studies of remnants and
cuneiform texts the degree of ancient mesopotaian's interest in the dead;
their graves and funerals in addition to rituals, offerings and invocations
to their gods intended to secure aresidence for the dead in his eterna
journey.

The study is divided into four chapters. chapter one is devoted to
the definition of the code of beliefs that are related to death such as
rituals, burial and funerals ;and life after death such as the idea of soul
and eternity it also focuses on the rituals serviced to the dead person in
the underworld and its significance in their beliefs about their eternal
journey asthey conceived it.

Chapter Two deals with public cemeteries and how the dead were
buried by examining the shapes of graves and position of the body in the
grave and the materials that are buried with them and the variation of the

burial process .This chapter is subdivided into two sections :sections one

Y4¢



is about prehistoric ages and section two reviews the cemeteries across
history .

Chapter Three studies the royal cemeteries as the ancient
Mesopotamians give rulers graves special attention. the royal graves
reflect the ages of prosperity and prevalence in Mesopotamia as reflected
by the precious contents of those graves.

Chapter four deals with the major methods of grave excavations
which aim at keeping skeletons and other grave contents intact. It also
analyses the buried furniture and method of burial with special focus on
the plans of cemeteries and the factors affecting them. It was found
necessary to touch upon the sanctity of cemeteries and the religious
considerations behind keeping them safe.

The study is appended with pictures and diagrams that clarify the

study sections.
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